All Christians Obligated to Work Toward Unity : . o I— W
At an ecumenical prayer service closing the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on January lw’y a i e]
25, Pope Benedict XI said that the pursuit of full union among Christ’s followers “is not just a task

for the few.” He exhorted all Christians to be mindful constantly of the need for unity, which is “a
gift to be implored from God.”
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The Church’s task of evangelization is hampered, the Pope said, by “the contradiction of division” January 29, 2010
among the faithful. True unity, he said, is “a particularly important prerequisite for a more credible g
and effective witness.” That witness is particularly needed today, he continued, "in a world charac- BUKAS-LOOB SA DIYOS AOPEN IN SPIRIT TO GOD
terized by religious indifference and even by a growing aversion towards the Christian faith.” Toronto District

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Acknowledging that theological disputes still separate Christians, the Pope said that a commitment

to prayer and dialogue is needed to overcome those obstacles. Meanwhile, he said, the faithful can

join in proclaiming “a content of Christ's message that we can announce together: the paternity of ORDER:

God, Christ's victory over sin and death with His cross and resurrection, and trust in the trans-

forming action of the Spirit.” «  Tell the people everything that I com-
manded you.

Christians can and should also work together on matters of public interest, the Pope said, citing «  Strive for the greater gifts.

“protecting creation, promoting peace and the common good, defending the centrality of the hu-

man person, and the commitment to defeat the poverties of our time such as hunger, indigence,

illiteracy and the unequal distribution of wealth.” (Catholic Culture.org)

REFLECTION:

In the gospel Jesus showed how, after initial

positive responses, the crowds turned against
Him and rejected Him because He went out-
side of the respected in Israel and reached out
to the sinners, tax collectors and outcasts. Jesus
7 ] "\ : mentioned the widow in Zarephath in the land
/ « of Sidon and Naaman the leper in the land of
' THEME: oo N

R, i yria and the congregation was enraged when
Pope John XXIII the mission opened up to the Gentiles. They

Th hip of i ifested th
e sonship of Jesus is manifested upon those were upset because He told them that God was

May Christ inflame the desires of all people to break through the barriers which
divide them, to strengthen the bonds of mutual love, to learn to understand one
another and to pardon those who have done them wrong. Through his power and
inspiration, may all peoples welcome each other to their hearts as brothers and sis-
ters, and may the peace they long for ever flower and ever reign among them.
(Source:Encyclical-Pacem in Terris-Pope John XXIII)

who love unconditionally. not bound to the Jewish people only.
Prayer of St Francis of Assisi
yer of f WORD: Perhaps Naaman’s role was not exactly the

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; Where there is hatred let me sow love. kind of role that members of the congregation

Where there is injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith. Jer 1:4-5,17-19; Ps 71:1-6,15,17; 1Cor 12:31-13:13 ~ were likely eager to portray. Naaman was, in

. . . . . . Lk 4:21-30 many respects, the Other, the Outsider, the
Where there is despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light. Where there is sadness, joy. Convert. Maybe this was why Jesus got in
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trouble for reminding his own people of Naaman and the widow in Zarephath.

How many Naamans and widows in Zarephath make up a congregation that is not whole, not ac-
ceptable, tolerable, not good enough, not well? To be honest, each one of us here is either a
Naaman or a widow in Zarephath. There are those among us Gentiles who already know the heal-
ing power of Jesus. Then there are those others here who long to know what it means to be
healed...to know that they are accepted and acceptable to God and to others...who long to belong
and not to be passed by or forgotten or cast out...whom we think are beyond the grace of God...
unworthy of God's kindness and mercy. God's grace is being given to them as well.

God’s grace and mercy are given freely to everyone. Christ calls everyone to follow Him — Jew and
Gentile alike. They may look different but all are invited to hear Jesus’ gracious words and be part
of God’s chosen family. God desires all people to come to know the truth and be saved. His mes-
sage is good news not just for those inside the church but especially for those who had been kept
outside. This is why Jesus was rejected because he took his message outside the faith.

God will bring us to His Kingdom whether through baptism or through conversion. In our walk
with Him as disciples, there may be times when tragedy strikes and our lives become difficult.
Even after our conversion, we struggle with illnesses, unemployment, grief, injustices and misfor-
tunes. We, like the residents of Nazareth, are inclined to say, “Where is God?” “How about me...
us....all of us?” “We have been faithful to our covenant.” “Why does God not give us the same
healing that He gave to others?”

God'’s mercy is so great...though He calls us out of our comfort zones and takes us to the places
that we would not choose, or take us to the places that we would not walk...He will allow the
power of the Spirit to lead and empower us. His promise is that He will always be with us as it
saysinJer 1:19,?2 31T 1 awpbPDOOwi DT T UwET EPOUUwWabUOwWEUUwWOOU
you.” God is always true to his promise. We must continue trusting Him and believing in Him.
He will deliver us. If we pray for healing, He will heal us. It will come, in His time. For sure, He
will lead us home through the road of glory.

DIRECTION:

«  Bear all things, endure all things.
«  Rejoice in the truth.
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Toronto Teaching Schedule
For a complete and up-to-date Teaching Schedule, visit: www.bldtoronto.com
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2010 Youth Life in the Spirit Seminar #11

Next Shepherding Sessions (after the Youth PNW)

Feb.12 Salvation & New Life

Feb. 19 Receiving God’s Gift & Baptism

Feb. 26 One-on-one

Mar. 5 After Healing Mass — one-on-one (if necessary)

Mar. 12 Invocation Mass

Mar. 13-14 YLSS #11 Proper (Cardinal Leger School, Scarborough)
Mar. 19 Post Shepherding — Growth & Transformation

May we request everyone to pray for all YLSS #11 participants and to observe
silence during each shepherding session in the OLA basement hall.

ANOUNCEENT

GVO Spring Fundraising Dance

Come and join us for a fun-filled gathering of families and friends.
The GVO Spring Fundraising Dance will be held on Saturday, April 24, 2010 @ 6:00 p.m.
at the Country Hills Community Centre in Kitchener.

Tickets are $20 each. This will include dinner, dance and lots of surprises.

You can look forward to an evening of great music and fun dancing.
Please ensure that you mark this date on your calendar.

From: Ed & Susan Reyes (on behalf of the GVO Core Group & Members)
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